
 

BVCC Missions - Short Term Missions . . .  

An opportunity to see what in the world God is doing! 

of Christ with individuals and communities that 
are often in difficult situations. More often than 
not, we discover that we are blessed more than 
those we are trying to bless.  
 
A key consideration in planning a short-term 
mission trip is to determine How we can most 
effectively meet the expressed needs of the 
hosting mission.  That involves asking questions 
and listening carefully to our partners. Short-
term missions teams are to complement and 
extend the ongoing work of the hosting mission 
team.  While a short-term tem will create addi-
tional work for their hosts, the benefit of having 
the tem support, encouragement and relational 
connection should make it all worthwhile.  Our 
mandate to find and follow Jesus can be experi-
enced in a unique and wonderful way through 
participation in a short-term mission trip.  

  
At Bow Valley, anyone can apply to the BVCC 
Missions Team to go on a mission trip and in-
deed we encourage everyone to consider this 
type of service.  It may be hard to think how to 
start and certainly the past couple of years have 
not allowed us to venture far in our travels.  We 
hope that conditions will start to ease this year.  
So, consider how the Lord may be challenging 
you.  What better challenge than to plan a trip 
to help, learn, and share with others seeking to 
follow Jesus. 

If you want to seriously consider participating in 
a short-term mission there are many things to 
consider – Where could I go? What skills and 
gifts could I share with others?  Could I organ-
ize a group or would I follow someone else’s 
lead?  What resources, financial and otherwise, 
would I need to take part?  Would others in the 
church be willing to support the trip? How could 
I involve them? There are probably many more 
questions, but a good starting point may be to 
have a conversation with someone who has al-

 

What is a short-term mission?  

Am I being called to go on one?   

What would I need to do to prepare? 

    

By definition a short-term mission is a trip of 
less than one year in length. It can be just a few 
days, a week or longer - depending on your 
availability and the nature of the project.  The 
objective would be to help and encourage a 
BVCC Missions Partner or another worthy mis-
sion apart from those currently supported by our 
church. You can find information about our Mis-
sions Partners on the website at:                                                                           

 https://bvcchurch.ca/missions/  
or look for the current BVCC Missions brochure 
in the church lobby.   
 
A short-term mission can be undertaken by an 
individual or by a group of people who wish to 
serve in a tangible way - helping with a building 
project, providing medical support, supporting 
TEASL teachers and providing children’s pro-
grams - while learning about another culture. All 
short-term missions allow our church family to 
share their abundant good fortune and the love 

https://bvcchurch.ca/missions/


 

ready been on a short-term mission; to get 
their perspective.  Church leadership, both 
staff and elders can be such a resource.  Oth-
ers that could support your trip may be family 
members or a small group.  The Missions 
Team is a great resource – to gather infor-
mation, for practical guidance or to seek finan-
cial support.  Contact them at mis-
sions@bvcchurch.ca .   

 

Grow and Shine 

A short-term mission trip can be a very re-
warding way to grow and shine in your Chris-
tian walk. We encourage you to consider tak-
ing this step to stretch your faith.  

Here is how some of our church members 
have been stretched: 

 

Beverly Rutherford – “It changes me more 
than the change that I could bring to the peo-
ple that I reach out to and those changes stay 
with me even when the trip is over. They give 
birth to another avenue in serving the Lord 
through missions”. 
 
 
Peter Kehler – “Mission trips to Jamaica and 
Thailand gave me a new insight as to how The 
Gospel changes lives in the midst of poverty.  
I could see how people became more gener-
ous, loving, and forgiving.  The previously 
feuding tribes became ‘brothers in the Lord’. 
with a hunger for fellowship and for God’s 
word”. 
 
Kara Plett – “Each short-term mission trip I 

had the privilege of going on, as a teenager 
or an adult, expanded my worldview and 
deepened my relationship with God. These 
trips left me with a greater desire to support 
what God is doing in the world through fi-
nances, prayer and encouragement of those 
in other parts of the world. It is a joy to part-
ner with Him in these ways”. 

 

Chris and Janelle Fong and family – “We had 
the opportunity to do a family short-term mis-
sion trip to an orphanage in Cozumel with our 
community group (4 families at the time, 20 
of us in all). This was an amazing and unique 
experience to serve with our kids and friends 
in an immersive cross-cultural environment. It 
was eye-opening and encouraging to see 
God's work in action in a foreign land”.  

 
Sydney McMillan - "I went on a short-term 
mission trip to NE India in 2018, and it was 
such a great experience. I was impacted 
greatly by hearing stories of God’s faithful-
ness halfway across the world. It changed my 
perspective and strengthened my faith while 
we were able to help and form relationships 
with the people there.” 
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7 You must each decide in your heart how 
much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in 
response to pressure. “For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.” 8 And God will 
generously provide all you need. Then you 
will always have everything you need and 
plenty left over to share with others.  

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 NLT 

WHY I GIVE... 
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Pray for our Partners 

 
 

Supporting and equipping those who are called 
 to help people find and follow Jesus, 

locally and internationally. 
 

bvcchurch.ca/missions/          

Email: missions@bvcchurch.ca   

2022 

(Philippines) 

 
Please pray for: 

 
Prairie Bible Translators –  the work of Norm 

Weatherhead and others in translating the 
Bible to reach many in Papua New Guinea.  

Even at a great distance this important work 
continues with success in the translation of the 

book of Luke and in a separate project with 
success in translating the Bible for the Manin-
ka people of West Africa.  

 
Compassion – our supported families in El Salva-

dor, that they would receive the help, com-
fort, and encouragement they need to thrive 

and contribute to their communities. 
 

Refuge of Hope International – the strength and 
determination of Vienna and her colleagues 
to meet the needs of many hurting young 

women in the Philippines.  
 

Pine Lake Christian Camp – the success of up-
coming workbees on May 7 and 14 and 

plans for the upcoming camping season. 
 

Graceland – the efforts of Jay and Colette to 
meet the needs of their students and of many 
refugees flooding into Poland from Ukraine. 

www.refugeofhopeinternational.com 


